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CLAIMS 

Cancel Claims 1-16 including the duplicate Claims 9 and 10. 

Claim 17 (New) A method for adapting the execution of a route, a sequence of 
steps where each step has an associated user to execute the step, wherein the 
route begins execution in a workflow system and 

a step in the route provides means for the associated user to specify subsequent 
steps in the route, 

such that the route execution is adapted by the associated user. 
Claim 18 (New) The method of Claim 17, wherein the means to specify 
subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify the user associated with 
a subsequent route step- 
Claim 19 (New) The method of Claim 17, wherein the means to specify 
subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify the user associated with 
a subsequent route step where the user is selected from a directory of users. 
Claim 20 (New) The method of Claim 17, wherein the means to specify 
subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify a sub-route, a 
sequence of steps, as the subsequent steps in the route. 
Claim 21 (New) The method of Claim 17 t wherein the means to specify 
subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify a sub-route by selection 
from a library of sub-routes as the subsequent steps in the route. 
Claim 22 (New) The method of Claim 17, wherein the means to specify 
subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify a sub-route containing a 
step in the sub-route that provides means for a user to specify subsequent steps 
in the route. 

Claim 23 (New) The method of Claim 17, wherein the means to specify 
subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify a sub-route that 
includes parallel sub-routes as the subsequent steps in the route. 
Claim 24 (New) The method of Claim 17, wherein the means to specify 
subsequent steps in the route provides means to modify a sub-route and specify 
the modified sub-route as the subsequent steps in the route. 

Application Number 09/929,412 N. K. Ouchi Page 4 of 6 Dated 1 1/11/05 
PAGE 5/7 * RCVD AT 11/1212005 1 :20:39 AM ( Eastern Standard Time) * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6J24 * DN1S:273830J * C5ID:408 555 1212 ' DURATION (mm-ss):0244 



Nov 11 05 ll:22p 



408-555-1212 



Claim 25 (New) A workflow system with a route, a sequence of steps where each 
step has an associated user to execute the step, 

where the workflow system provides an adaptive step wherein the associated 

user can specify subsequent steps in a route 

such that a route including the adaptive step can begin execution and 

the user associated with the adaptive step specifies subsequent steps in the 

route and the route execution is adapted by the user. 

Claim 26 (New) The workflow system of Claim 25, wherein the adaptive step to 
specify subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify the user 
associated with a subsequent route step. 

Claim 27 (New) The workflow system of Claim 25, wherein the adaptive step to 
specify subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify a sub-route, a 
sequence of steps as the subsequent steps in the route. 
Claim 28 (New) The workflow system of Claim 25 T wherein the adaptive step to 
specify subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify a sub-route 
containing a step in the sub-route that provides means for a user to specify 
subsequent steps in the route. 

Claim 29 (New) The workflow system of Claim 25, wherein the adaptive step to 

specify subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify a sub-route that 

includes parallel sub-routes as the subsequent steps in the route. 

Claim 30 (New) The workflow system of Claim 25, wherein the adaptive step to 

specify subsequent steps in the route provides means to modify a sub-route and 

specify the modified sub-route as the subsequent steps in the route. 

Claim 31 (New) A method for adaptive definition of a workflow route, a sequence 

of steps where each step has an associated user to execute the step, 

comprising: 

defining the workflow route except where the subsequent steps are to be 
specified; 

including in the workflow route a step providing means for a user to specify 
subsequent steps with an associated user who can determine the subsequent 
steps for the route; and 
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starting execution of the route in a workflow system. 
Claim 32 (New) The method of Claim 31 wherein the means to specify 
subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify the user associated with 
a subsequent route step. 

Claim 33 (New) The method Of Claim 31 wherein the means to specify 
subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify a sub-route, a 
sequence of steps,0 as the subsequent steps in the route. 
Claim 34 (New) The method of Claim 31 wherein the means to specify 
subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify a sub-route containing a 
step in the sub-route that provides means for a user to specify subsequent steps 
in the route. 

Claim 35 (New) The method of Claim 31 wherein the means to specify 
subsequent steps in the route provides means to specify a sub-route that 
includes parallel sub-routes as the subsequent steps in the route. 
Claim 36 (New) The method of Claim 31 wherein the means to specify 
subsequent steps in the route provides means to modify a sub-route and specify 
the modified sub-route as the subsequent steps in the route. 
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